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ACCORDING TO THE commit- 
tee’s investigation and a separate 
investigation by The New York 
Times, the presence of a standing 
: $50,000 offer was well known in the 
St. Louis area in 1967 and 1968 and 
probably had been reported to 
federal authorities before King’s 
murder. 

The two investigations have pro- 
duced the following scenario as the 
most likely way the lives of two men, 
collided in the crosshairs of political 
assassination: 

On July 13, 1967, about three 
months after Rav escaped from the 
Missouri State Penitentary, he and 
perhaps his two brothers robbed a 
bank in Alton, 111., and took $27,000. 

Ray’s split of the proceeds and the 
money he accumulated through odd 
jobs and other robberies he has pub- 
licly acknowledged would have been 
sufficient to finance his adventures 
and expenditures from the time he 
' left prison until he was captured at 
London’s Heathrow Airport on June 
8,1968. 

From the prison escape on April 
23, 1967, until the bank robbery on 
July 13, Ray adhered pretty much to 
his familiar lifestyle of rooming- 
house beds and beanery bowls. There 
were stints as a dishwasher and food 
server. 

BUT THE DAY after the bank rob- 
bery, July 14. he turned up in Mon- 
treal, signed a six-month lease on an 
apartment, bought $250 worth of new 
clothes and vacationed at a fashion- 
able Canadian ski resort. 

He later traveled to Mexico and 
California, reverting to his old pat- 
tern by spending an average of $3 a 
day for food and $4 a day for lodging. 

While Ray was on the run, a promi- 
nent patent attorney in St. Louis was 
looking for someone to assassinate 
King. 

A former St. Louis auto parts 
dealer named Russell G. Byers has 
said that he was approached some- 
time in late 1956 or early 1967 by a 
business associate, John R. Kauff- 
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mann, who invited him to a meeting 
with the patent attorney, John H. 
Sutherland. 

Sutherland, a member of the con- 
servative Southern States Industrial 
Council and a leader of the White 
Citizen’s Council of St. Louis,- told 
Byers that a group of businessmen 
would pay $50,000 for the murder of 
King, according to Byers. 

Byers said that he declined the 
offer. The other two men are now 
dead. 

KAUFFMANN AND Sutherland 
were members of the American Inde- 
pendent Party and were active sup- 
porters of Alabama Gov, George 
Wallace, whose campaign office in 
St. -Louis in 1968 was located in a 
house across the street from a tavern 
operated by Ray’s brother, John. - 

The Ray Brothers were avid Wal- 
lace supporters and the tavern, 
named the Grapevine in reference to 
the prison underground, became 
virtually a Wallace Headquarters 
annex, filled with buttons, bumper 
stickers, posters and pictures. 

Kauffmann was often there, and 


the $50,000 offer for the murder of 
King was almost as much a fixture 
as the picture of Clydesdale liorses 
representing the Anheuser-Busch 
brewery a few blocks away. A. patron 
down on his luck might be told, 
mostly in jest, that he should see 
John Kauffmann and make a deal. 

The upstairs roomers and the cam- 
paign workers were not enough to 
make the tavern a financial success. 
In early 1968, the commission be- 
lieves, money gained in the Alton 
bank robbery began to run low for all 
involved, and there was some casting 
about for a new source of funds. 

James Earl Ray had said that he 
was in California when he received a 
letter in March 1968 from the man he 
has identified as the, “blond Latin, 
Raoul,” instructing him to go to New 
Orleans. Ray says he called ’Raoul 
from Los Angeles' and discussed 
where he should go and wb'af he 
should do. • - 

The committee investigators’ be- 
lieve that the telephone conversation 
was with someone in St. Lours in- 
stead of Raoul in New Orleans-.-But 
telephone records of toll' ca 11$ - be- 
tween Ray and any members of his 
family, from any numbers associated 
with' their homes, the tavern or Wal- 
lace headquarters across the stdeet, 
were maintained only for a few 
years, and the FBI never soyght 
them until too late. -J. ■ 

By the time Ray was arrested 
after the murder, he was so short of 
funds, the committee has 'deter- 
mined, that he risked robbing a bank 
in London for $144. The committee 
cites the act as being an indication 
that Ray did not receive the assassi- 
nation bounty. { 

The committee is expected to; re- 
port that the FBI’s role in the assas- 
sination was limited to its poorly han- 
dled investigation into the death and 
to the way FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover’s feelings about King anduhe 
civil rights movement generally 
influenced the attitudes of -slich 
groups as the Southern States Indus- 
trial Council and the White Citizen's 
Council. 



